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Thursday, 17 June 2010 

From property to peaks

Six members of the North East business community will be swapping their suits for cycle shorts and lycra on Wednesday 23rd June, to travel the length of the country to raise £20,000 for charity. 

Amongst the six-man peloton, local commercial property experts Bob Fletcher of Sanderson Weatherall LLP and David Furniss of BNP Paribas, are aiming to ride from Land’s End to John O’Groats in a mammoth ten-day trip.

The 1,000 mile route will see the six-man team travel over 83 hours in the saddle and ascend a total of 70,000ft - twice the height of Mount Everest.

Bob Fletcher, Director of Retail Agency for Sanderson Weatherall LLP, said: “It’s going to be a challenge but it’s one we can’t wait to get started on! Between the six of us we have completed over 20 coast-to-coast trips, from East to West. One bright spark then suggested we do a coast-to-coast ride again but this time head-to-toe – it’s certainly going to be an adventure!
“The recently formed Hadrian Cycle Club is made up of business professionals who share a love of mountain biking and road cycling. We have been meeting regularly for over ten years and it’s great to be able to turn our passion into an activity that can raise much-needed money for charity. So far, we’ve collected over £16,000 and we are hoping to reach our overall £20,000 target.”
The other members of the group joining Bob and David are Andy Tiplady from 3663 Food Services, Jeff Wild from environmental and engineering firm, AECOM and Steve Ralph from IT software specialist, Oracle. They will be supported by Paul Casebourne from Engineered Solutions, who will drive, cook and set-up camp for the group over the ten days. 
The trip will raise funds for a number of charities including Tree Aid, Macmillan Cancer Support, Alzheimer's Society, Cancer Research UK, Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research, Hospitality Action, St Oswald’s and NSPCC. 
Grateful for support they have received from across the region, Bob added: “Through my day-to-day working life, I’ve witnessed how challenging North East businesses have found the last eighteen months or so. We’ve been able to help a number of our clients who have been pushing hard to be successful in these difficult circumstances. So it makes the support we have had from businesses for this trip all the more special.

“Companies including clothing specialists, Endura and North East-based Montane; Continental Tyres, Lucozade Sport, TORQ; M. Steel Cycles ITPS and North East Audi have all donated equipment and assistance with the event. Connect Physical Health Centres has also been particularly helpful donating massages and as our average age is 52, they come in very handy!”
In order to prepare for the challenge, the group took part in the 104-mile Northern Rock Cyclone along with 3,500 other cyclists. Unfortunately Bob’s training ride was cut short after only 20 miles, when his front wheel exploded and he cartwheeled over the handlebars. 

“Waking up in an ambulance on route for Wansbeck Hospital was a sobering experience”, he commented. “In the spirit of teamwork the rest of the team completed the ride without further mishap!”
Setting off from Land’s End next Wednesday 23rd June, the group will complete the challenge arriving at John O’Groats on Saturday 3rd July………or at least that is the intention!
Anyone wishing to make a donation should visit the group’s just giving page at 
http://www.justgiving.com/Hadriancycleclub 
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Editors: For more information contact Felicity Amer on 0191 281 8833.
